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TT + was my desen to inſert the delten Diſcourſe' | 
into a collection now ready for the preſs, which 


| will be publiſhed 3 in two volumes, as ſoon as I and the 


5 printer can perform our reſpective taſks. -But the IF 


curioſity of the Public having been unexpectedly raiſed 
by the Gingularity of its ſubject, and the reflections - 
ſuggeſted by it; this Diſcourſe may be better attended a 


to if ſent wen now, than if it were detained till . 1 


companions ſhall be ready to ſet « out with f Iv. 


1 do not here preſume to meddle with che conſtitu _ 


tion of our own country, farther than to pray, as a 
peaceable citizen, that the whole of it may be pre- 
ſerved, to the prince on the one hand, and the people 
on the other, with all its rights and e e If all 
men 


L ! 
men were at my mind, T think there would be no 

fighting! in the field, no faction in the city; no argu- 
ments, but for the truth; no competition, but for the ; 

flirſt opportunity of doing good. With politics, com- 

monly ſo called, that is, with the political adminiſtra- 
tion of our own government, and the views of oppoſite 
| parties, 1 have no concern. The chief duty required 
in a preacher, is to warn all parties againſt the delufion 
of falſe principles and faſhionable errors; conſiſtent b 


— 


5 neither with the word of God, nor with the preſerva- 
tion of the public peace by the authority of magiſtracy, 55 
a under any form of government whatſoever: to repreſent . 


the dangerous conſequences of affecting the licentious 


maxims of beatheniſm; or of attending to the viſion- 8 


ary ſchemes of modern infidels, ſuch as Voltaire, who 
captivates the eye with a glitter of diction, but never 
5 had 99224 juſt ideas of religion, government, good learn- 95 


5 ing or good manners, I Of politics thus underſtood, 5 


= this is, of the Chriſtian morality of civil I. life, which C - 


the only ſubject | I am concerned with at preſent, we 


may ſpeak freely and without fear; with our duty 4 for 
our rule, and the word of God for our guide and our 
authority : : and woe be unto Aue, when we ſhall either | 
- be aſhamed to ſpeak, or deprived of the neceſſary liberty 
of giving ſeaſonable warnings, when counterfeits are 


> FP abroad! 1 


vi J 


abroad! As things are now, we may, and after the 


bleſſings we have ſo lately received we ſhould be un- 
pardonable if we did not, recommend loyalty, as the 


duty, the honour, and (the preſent times permit me to 


add) the gratification of the people of England ; and 


comes upon us when there ſhall be no o remedy... 


This 1s the thing I attempted to do hung ten years 4 
; ago; but 1 was rather unfortunate, and may be fad . 
to have been a loſer by my loyalty; as many better 1 2 
men have been of late times, in a worſe ſenſe. I be- 


- hold up the miſchiefs and miſeries of anarchy for 8 
"11 terror to thoſe whoſe duty it is, and whoſe wiſdom it 1 
will be, to provide againſt them, before that evil day 1 


ſtowed ſome thought and Pains upon two diſcourſes « on 


the two great apoſtolical precepts of civil life, FE AR 
GOD, HONOUR THE KING; which I printed at the I 
queſt of my audience, and particularly of the worthy 73 


clergyman of the pariſh, who, like myſelf, was a friend : 


to the plain old- faſhioned doctrine of the church of 1 


England. But after a few copies were ſold, and more 
were enquired for, the edition was miſſ ing in the 8 
ſeller's warehouſe ! Whether it had ſtrayed, or was 
ſtolen, or ſeized as contraband, I could never yet learn, 


However, when theſe two ſermons ſhall be printed 


a gain, 


—— 


again, and well guarded on the right and left by the 
other diſcourſes of a volume, I hope they will be able 
to keep their place; and, which is more, to maintain 


| their ground, if they ſhould be attacked according to 
the rules of war; 3 which chance was not allowed to 


bh them before, : 


1 had often enquired into 5 the meaning of thoſe. re- 
. anna words of our Saviour, which I have here choſen ; 
for a text; but my mind was. turned to them more 


= particularly of late, on occaſion of the unhappy tumults 8 


hs ſeveral parts of Europe : : and it fo happening, that os 


8 = had put a few of my thoughts haſtily together at the 5 


time when I preached at Canterbury, I had a defire © - 


try! how they would be received by the audience; 35 that . 


I might take advantage of the experiment, for the i im- 


Proving or correcting what I was about to hazard on 1 


oa weighty and ſo alarming a ſubject. The diſcourſe = 


ſelf will ſhew, that I Propoſed with ſome diff 3 5 1 
ovyn ſenſe of the text, although that ſenſe is perfectly CO 


conformable to the language of the Scripture 1 in other 


places, T here bath been time enough for ſeveral ju- 
dicious perſons to take it into conſideration; of whom 


ſome readily agree with me, while others are in doubt: 
fol muſt leave my r readers to take either ſide, as they 
3 3 0 think 


4. 
think proper; remembering that the main doctrine of 

the Sermon is clear enough from other parts 8 the | 
8 Scripture, | 5 


* rather feared that my Diſcourſe, according to the 
common lot of addreſſes from the pulpit, might be 
thought 1 upon, at the time of its delivery, as a matter of 
curioſity i in ſ peculation, and be but little regarded al- 
terwards. And it might perhaps have paſſed off, like 
bother things of the kind: and been forgotten; ; but that 
_ perſon, whoſe character it ſeems is well known to his 
neighbours, and has been freely delineated, thought bro- 4 
per to write me a ſcurrilous letter in the newſpaper, 1 
and to ſign his name at the bottom of it: for which 
J am fo much obliged to him, that I hope the gentle- 
men of the neighbourhood, to many of whom I have 
90 long had the honour of being known, will do me „„ i 
: juſtice to believe, that I did not hire that man to rail — l 
at my Sermon, in order to give all honeſt people 5 
better opinion of it. In reſpect of any private confe- 5 
. deracy upon this occaſion, we are perfectly pure and 
uncorrupt: and if the alarm that gentleman hath 
given ſhould aſſiſt in bringing my ſubject to be more 
attentively conſidered by thoſe who are better diſpoſed 
and better qualified to judge of it, that may be a good 
IM . 1 


. 


thing for us all, at the preſent juncture of affairs. As 
to the unmannerly language in which he hath been 
pleaſed to do me this piece of ſervice, it is a very light 
matter with me to be railed at by name in newſpapers 
and reviews. If my character or my writings are ſuch _ 
as they have been invariably repreſented i in the Monthly 


Review, I have been but of little uſe 1 in the world, and 


might as well have been left out of it. My labours i * 


divinity and philoſophy having in them no tincture of i 


ſchiſm or ſocinianiſm; and, as ſuch, not falling in 
with the plan of the editors for i improving our creeds, : 

articles, and religious eſtabliſhment—have been from 
time to time moſt unmercifully mangled and vilified. ; 
Even my muſical ſtudies, perfectly innocent and un- 


provoking, and well received by ſome of the firſt maſ- 
ters in the ſcience, could not eſcape the laſh of defa- g 


mation. When the ſecond edition of my late Lectures 


5 on the Figurative Language « of the Scriptures was about - 


to come from the preſs, a moſt bitter invective appeared 9 


= againſt the firſt, and its author; 3 evidently written by 


ſome perſon who, from his imperfect knowledge of ; 
the Scripture, and his declared diſaffection to its doc- a 
trines, was not « lied to read the work, or any other 


: of its kind. 


Criticiſm, 


[ ai | 


Criticiſm, in this age, is a trade which requires no 
_ apprenticeſhip. But we are all bound to conſider, ſeri- 
ouſly, that ſomething beſides learning, commonly ſo 
called, is neceſſary to us, if we would judge rightly . 
the doctrines of Chriſtianity, when "they are delivered 
from the pulpit, or publiſhed from the preſs. | The 
mind of man hath its dangerous appetites, as well os 
the body ; ; and, if it is under the dominion of any luſt 
or fancy, the underſtanding gets ſtrangely out of order, 5 
and becomes but of little. uſe. We ſee notorious in- 
ſtances of the perverſeneſs of human judgment i in the 
caſe of the Jewiſh doctors, when they took upon them 
7 -- 6. review the doctrine which our bleſſed Saviour 55 
5 preached amongſt them: and, if Chriſtians ſhould ul 
happen to be ſick in their minds of any Jewiſh di. 
temper, they will never fail to judge with the like 8 
raſhneſs and abſurdity. Our Saviour told them, that, 
= any man would do the will of ( God, he ſhould know of 
the doctrine whether it be of God“. 8 From whence the 
e inference 1 18 obvious— that, if a man does not do the 
= will of God, he ſhall not know of the doctrine, whe- 
| ther it be of God; but ſhall rail at and accuſe the 
preacher, as if he had invented it himſelf. Thus did 
the Jews, becauſe they were proud, envious, ſenſtal, 


* John, vii. 17. 


B 3 5 8 and 


[ 21 
and avaricious, and had been very ill taught from their 
childhood. If a man, therefore, inſtead of doing the 
| will of God, ſhould have done ſuch things as mark his 
character with infamy ; * and ſhould alſo have a plan for _ 
repairing his fortunes, miniſtering to his vices, or grati- 


fying his ambition, by troubling government and over- _ 
turning the laws; that man muſt be in danger of ſome 
miſtake, when he comes to decide whether the Chriſ- 
tian doctrines and duties of n and obedience 
have been rightly lated i in a ſermon. 


Al good and ſober men have een to "6d the 8 


time, when they ſhall obtain the bench of the judge, ; 


who are more fit for the ſeat of the ſcornful. For, i in 
5 ſtate of anarchy, when that power Which is lawful 


, and limited! 1s overturned, that which 1s unlawful and 
unlimited takes place z 5 and then he has a chance to be 


_ the greateſt man who is the moſt wicked, "It: was un- 
TT  doubtedly this proſpect which made Catiline in time = 


paſt, and doth now make many of the ſons of liberty, 


ſo active, and all boneſt and peaceable citizens ſo 
3 fearful of their ſucceſs : for the preventing of which, | 


according to our ſeveral ſtations and opportunities, we 
ought to unite our endeavours, without conſidering 
| whether we hall be n, or condemned; and 


truſt 


m1 


truſt in God, to whom only we ſhall be accountable at 
8 laſt, for the good effect of them. 


a 


This Diſcourſe meli! thads more noiſe than the au- 


thor expected, hath been communicated in manuſcript 
do ſeveral gentlemen of learning and piety; one of whom 
faith i in return, What has been honey to us, will be 
"mp gravel i in the mouth of patriotiſm; for our good coun- 5 
« trymen are exceedingly mad. upon the ſubject of go- 8 
e vernment“: and it is almoſt as dangerous to ſpeak 
"> ON againſt liberty here in England, as it was formerly 2 5 
„ for the Apoſtles to diſparage the great goddeſs Diana > 
« at Ephefus—it i is an 1dol to which even human vic- 


(0  tims are  lacrificed, dc. dc. 25 


an friend, whom I ſhall not ſeruple . to place 


: (although he is a young man) among the firſt ſcholars 
of the age, ſent f me a diſcourſe of his own, intended for 0 
in which he hath drawn a com- 
pariſon betwixt the preſent ſituations of the king of 

5 France. and the — of e ſo b juſt, and 10 o edify- 


the laſt Acceſſi jon day: 


"i The 1 may have a i 0 popular abſurdities propagated 

amongſt us of late years, it he reads the Seventh Diſquiſition of the late 
| Soame Jenyns, Eſq. on Government and Civil Liberty, which abounds with 
ſtrong ſenſe, and has many pleaſant obſervations. 
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ing to Engliſh readers, and ſo elegant, that, after read- 
ing it over ſeveral times with tears in my eyes, I have 
aſked his permiſhon to print it in this Preface, as very 


proper for the time, and falling i in with the matter of . 
my own Diſcourſe. a * 


ce « Behold bs. ad. 1 of that 3 | 
0 which was once the haughty rival of our greatnels. 
Where are now its glories | ? its pretenſions to uni- 


1 verſal dominion? Conſider the royal city: it was 


e full of riches: wiſdom and power once dwelt in it; 0 
« but now murderers! Her gates lament and mourn; 
0 and ſhe, being deſolate, ſitteth on the ground. A lying - 
. « ſpirit is gone | forth; and, under the ſpecious form of 5 
a zeal for truth and liberty, and the rights of man, 
4 hath deceived the people to their deſtruction: its 


« truth, profaneneſs and infidelity ; ; its liberty, diſobedi- 


&© ence to all lawful authority; : its rights of 1 man, the 


00 moſt daring violation of all divine and human laws. ar 
0 Such are their miſchievous tenets, however artfully | 


= £ diſguiled under high- ſounding ! names and falſe appear 
= « ANCES. By their fruits ye ſhall know them. Peſtilent 


cc fruits of peſtilent principles! ingrafted at the mo- 
ec ment when they aſſiſted a country of rebels in an 
L « unnatural war ar againſt the parent ſtate, Now, to obey 
"RT + "0 


[8 ] 
00 the ſovereign, i is treaſon; to do the duty of a loyal 
cc citizen, and a member of ſociety, i is brofligacy; to op- 


(0 poſe the ravages of a murderous banditti, a crime de- 
40 ſerving of death, and puniſhed with i it. Meantime their 


"mM laws are unable to give protection to their govern- 


ee ment; and their government is too weak to give 
efficacy to their laws. From ſuch truth, ſuch liberty, 


e and ſuch rights as theirs, may che God of all mercies 
« deliver us! | 

1 — I 

1 CO But let us not be inſenible 1 to their diſtreſs, nor $- 4 | 
© mp in the day of their calamity. He who viſibly bs | | 
« chaſtiſes them for their iniquities, is equally able, on | 

- 8 juſt cauſe, to chaſtiſe this now proſperous nation. And _ 9 

& has he not juſt cauſe? Let us not be high-minded, - 


To but let us fear. Tf ingratitude be moſt criminal when 
« moſt important favours have been received; 1 if i igno- 8 

« rance, when the beſt means of knowledge have been 
| « afforded ; 5 1 vice, when there are moſt incentives to : 

Wh virtue; ; oh let us not be high-minded, but let us 


7 fear 15 


925 Inſtead of draw-ing a parallel between the two 
ce kingdoms, let us conſider the preſent ſituations e 


118 


» their reſpe&ive kings, 11 the welfare of 


{ 
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E 
( conſtitutes the Gvereign J felicity, we cannot heſitate 
«tg pronounce. one prince the moſt miſerable, the other 


EU the happieſt,” of mankind. 'The one has to con- 


80 template a falling, the other a rifing ſtate.— The one 
e beholds diſtreſſes he cannot alleviate, wrongs he can - 
b not redreſs, and enemies he cannot puniſh. The 
" other ſees the beneficial effects of order and good 

40 government, happily ſecured by laws which are a ter- 
« ror to the wicked, and a protection to the good and 

ce * virtuous. —The one, a wretched priſoner i in the hands 
7 © of his enemies, fighs in vain for an opportunity of 


1 cc « eſcaping from the miſcreants which ſurround him. 
t otber paſſes at pleaſure from place to place, ſree 


4% as the people over whom he preſides.— The one, 
« violently deprived of thoſe guards which he con- 
„ ſidered as the means of ſafety more than the appen- | 


ce dage of royalty, ſtarts from his broken flumbers with : 
« the apprehenſion of midnight treaſon. The other . 
if « ſeeks. for no ſecurity but from the providence of > 
N | « God, and the fidelity and love of his people. —The one, 


"00 under that ſpecies of mental ſervitude moſt galling 


= the ſoul, is compelled to flatter wretches whom 


ce he muſt deſpiſe, and to countenance meaſures he muſt 
« abhor. The other, by his wiſe and judicious govern- 
ment, compels the Wit of faction to hide its head in 


cc the 


+ xvii. ] 
xc the deepeſt darkneſs —The one beholds widows and. 


$0 «orphans weep: the other, it is true, ſees tears, but 


« they are the tears of rapturous loyalty ; 3 tears which 


do honour to the ſubject, the ſovereign, and to hu- 


man nature itſelf, —The one is told of proceſſions, | 
«4 \yhereof the mangled bodies of his ſervants, their 
0 heads borne inſultingly along the diſcoloured ſtreets 
00 © of the capital, the confuſed noiſe of the multitude, : 

6 and their garments rolled in blood, form the moſt 


cc diſtinguiſhing features. Far different proceſſions 


« adorn the other s empire; proceſſions which religion 
6 and gre atitude dictate; 3 proceſſions which demonſtrate N 
« that, when it gocth well with the righteous, the _ 
« rejoiceth. — The- one hears the din of rebellion, the 
yell of famine, the ſhriek of deſpair: where the 
c other appears, the ey is rent with joyful acclama- 
00 tions. The one receives meſſenger after meſſenger 
e from the diſtant provinces, with horrid intelligence 
« of rapine, inſurrection, and maſſacre. The other truſts 5 
KI © not to report, however favourable ; I bis « own. eyes be. 
7 hold the general happineſs, even in remote parts of 
« his dominions: ; every; where i is our common father 
40 © received with tranſport by his admiring ſubjects; 
v hile in their feſtive garlands he almoſt ſees realized 


„the pleaſing fiction, which ſpeaks of flowers ſpring- 
C + ms 


— — — . —ä— 


— ͤ —́u——— ̃ ⁰²1ÖV —-¼d? 


4 - - 
: l 8 \ ö 5 pu 2 _ - _— 
, f ö . E * . . a * ome 2 . I, ac - = — 
- N 99 1 — 3 N 8 * 
” L * R 3 — 5 r . | 2 
- 4 v a 2 ” =o 2 » — 8 — * 13 * 4 — - — — * . E 1 1 * a — * = _ 2 — IF * 
, . £- 1 > , * * 8 = : a * — 9 2 EM C WS ? . = * re « "x . G * — — $6 2 * — 2 - — ds ; 
* 5 » © * 5 2 4 * 2 A A 1 * 2 — = _— * 7 5 4 ** 8 2 4 - 2 -” * — 2 
2 * 2 © 3 r 22 OR Fe 8 a ä * " „ — — 5 * * 8 , wy * N I! 
1 — — 3 4 7 C 3 mY ay PR * RE: * awd " oY * fi E * * 3 I P = a, x * S — wy 19 
N g . U l < - — 1 - — . 1 ä _ — As 5 Y — — 
— — 8 : b - Sd - = . 2 „„ lr * is * 
— — = — — 1 — " E 
. 


—— — — — 


— 


1 22 Sarees tap 7 g a Put 2 3 5 at 
r — — 2 
— 0 _ — —— — 2 9 3K 
. 1 „ 


vi | 


« ing up under the feet of the ancient heroes. The 


« one, in the vain hope of reſcuing his people from the 
« ſtate of vational bankruptcy which awaits them, has 
i recourſe for temporary relief to the moſt mortifying 
— expedients; 3 and, as the treaſures of the king's houſe 
„ Us inſufficient, applies, like the Jewiſh ſovereigns in 
their diſtreſs, to the treaſures of the houſe of the 
5 « Lord. The other ſees his ſubjects increaſing in riches 
e and power, and enjoying the beſt bleſſings of peace; 
d and he devotes his own attention, in more than one 
Ld magnificent inſtance, to the beautifying the houſe of 
. his God. —The one, equally a ſtranger to public and 
— ce private happineſs, ſeeks in vain for thoſe domeſtic 1 
5 10 comforts, which might atone in ſome degree to the 
inan for the ſufferings of the prince. The other finds TO 
185 &« all his; Joys increaſed, and rendered more grateful, by . 
ee the ſociety of the beſt and moſt illuſtrious of ber 
b ſex, the partner of his throne and of his virtues — 
« Laſtly, we ſee that the one has no future hope but i 11 5 
( ſome diſtant revolution, which probably cannot end . 
. without facrificing thouſands of his infatuated peo- 


3 ple: and with mingled pity and indignation we 
« behold royalty humbled in the duſt ; while we hear 5 


« a monarch exclaim, in the agony of his heart 


ce Troubles deſolate "VE kingdom |—evil and ſorrow 


* e | 


(* 1 


« oppreſs me calamities penetrate my ſoul —the 


* pomps and pleaſures of the throne are to me bitter- 
« neſs and affliction! What, on the contrary, are the fu- 
ture proſpects of our ſovereign ? He has only to wiſh 
ce for a continuance of the bleſſings poured on himſelf 5 
(cc and his people; p he has only to pray that the God, 5 
. © whom he fo faithfully ſerves, would tranſlate him, : 
"07 when full of years, and full of glory, to that king- 
dom where only his preſent felicity can be ex- 


ny 60 ceeded. £68 


1 babe taken no time to conſider, whether the print- e 
ing of this extract will be a diſadvantage to my own | 1 

5 compoſition which is to follow; becauſe there is ſo 0 
little jealouſy betwixt me and my friend, that I ſhall 
finda pleaſure in the preference which may be given 

to the rectitude of his ſentiments, and the force of his Z 


expreſſions, Hs oe ppp no, oh 
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Luxx, xi. 25, 26. 


* beaven * be 4 


not de 3 to us. 


There will Fane be Aiffculty 3 in che W of a ** 
which foretels an event not yet come to paſs: therefore I would 
not venture to decide haſtily in a matter of ſome obſcurity. But it 
ſeeme highly probable, from the language of our Saviour 1 in the 
text, 


au upon the earth d, 426% of nations, with popleny'; ; the 50 al 55 
te Waves roaring ; : men $ hearts fai ling them for fear, and for look- ; 
ing after thoſe things which are coming upon the earth ; ; for the 
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K H E authority of: * God's wes and of his „e to keep - 
. a fallen world in order, and ſecure to the good and vir- 
tuous the bleſſings of peace, is one of the greateſt and beſt gifts of 
an over-ruling Providence. But we have reaſon to fear, that, as 
the world degenerates, and Chriſtian piety We this s bleſſing will 2 
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ſecure. 
fore the flood, takes care not to omit this remarkable circumſtance. ; 


5 telling us, in his language, that the 2 Us D cord then Frevelled for Be 
and wide over the world *, * . 


1. 4. 


text, chat the laſt age = the world ſhall be troubled, in- an unuſual 
manner, with popular tumults and commotions ; ariſing partly as 
the natural and neceſſary. fruits of wild and novel opinions, and 
partly from the Juſt Judgment of God gon thoſe who have for- 1 


faken him. VA ? SK 4 


1 we conſider critically the words: of the text, we may | 


1 judge what will happen before the deſtruction of the world, from 

what did actually happen on certain other occaſions, which have 

been marked as prophetical of that event. Before the coming of 
the Son of Man, it ſhall be as it was in the days before the flood— 

ED the earth was filled with violence: the word ſignifies injuſtice, ra- 

19 pine, and robbery. A ſtate of violence ! 18 contrary to a ſtate of „e- 
. curiiy; > for violence taketh away what government was ordained to 


The heathen Poet, deſcribing the corrupt Kate of men be- 


The city Mt guten was in a oaks of and adm It was PA E 


5 gw All the people, old and young, aſſembled themſelves 
without reſtraint from every quarter, to commit acts of wickedneſs 
and violence. They mocked at all authority in others, and were 
judges and executioners in their own right.—7. bis one fellow (lad 
they) came in 10 ſojourn, and he will needs be a Judge : now au We 5 

| deal worſe with thee than with them + 


- . 


1 e was . 5 act is EL Ty io i | 


| tory, that 2 were plagued- with tumults and inteſtine commo- 


* Qua terra . fera regnat khn, orm. Met. i. 241 


Gen. xix. 95 TER 
— 3 tlons. 


1 


tions. The benefit of government was loſt amongſt them; $ and 


troops of thieves and rioters, with ſelf-commiſſioned leaders, 1 
dered the city in a miſerable manner, at their own diſeretion; till 


all were involved in one common 1 cataſtrophe, when the Ry was 


ſtormed by the Romans. ; 


From theſe caſes the application i is thort and certain As it was 


© before the flood, as it was in Sodom, as it was in Jeruſalem, ſo 


mall! it be before the end of the e. 


8 we g now to the text, we ; find; from the context, that our 
8 Lerd: is there deſcribing thoſe ſigns which ſhall precede, not the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, but his own glorious advent to judge the 
world. The words of the paſſage cannot with any propriety be 
1 confined to the people of 8 city or a nation; being evidently I 
| e nations of the Gentiles, and of the whole habitable 5 


5 ea of t. 
5 ö | world *, ** | 


Vet this application brings us into a a difficulty : for if OY nations — 
of the world are intended, the diſtreſs here mentioned ſeems too 
partial ! in its kind to reach them. None but people on the ſea- ; 

cCoaſt can be terrified with the raging of the ſea : on which con- 
> ol ſideration, ſome commentators have ſuppoſed that the diſtreſs here : 

ſpoken of was meant of Galilee and of the ſea of Tiberias, Li 


this is out of all reaſon, when compared with the context: 


= are therefore compelled to take a method of interpreting, whict 
will bring the language up to the occaſion. ; The words of a pro- 


Phecy ſeem to ſpeak of one thing, when another thing | is intended; 
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[4.3 
and that muſt be the caſe here. We know there is a ſort of ſea to | 
be found in every inland country; the figurative ſea of popular 
tumult and rebellious violence : : much more terrible and deſtruc- 85 


tive to the peace of mankind, than al the ftorms which ”_m_ the : 
ocean. | 1 e 116 771 


The poet {alt the prophet Jeſeribe things rather by their proper- 
ties and effects, than by their vulgar names. Therefore the Scrip- 
ture compares the multitudes of the world to the waters of the ſeà; 8 


and the tumultuous rage of the people to the terrors of a Rotin. 1 


In the prophet Iſaiah, the abundance of the ſea* is put for the forces 
of the Gentile world, which ſhould be turned to the church of 
Chriſt. In the ſame ſtyle, the harlot 1 in the Revelation of St. John. | 


is ſaid to fit ton many waters + ; as ſignifying the imperial power o "= i 


hestheniſm which ruled over the Gentile world. And in a viſion of 
Daniel, the four beaſts, repreſenting | the four monarchies, riſe out 


of a ſea , on which the four winds of heaven are all blowing at 
once; to ſignify, that they all aroſe from among the Heathens, - 
Sometimes the text carries its -own comment with it— Deliver me 


out of great waters, faith the Plalmiſt, from. the hands of ange hh 
"O 0 . 


The waves ir the fla. wet litt up their heads, and Memble ; 


3 bo themſelves farther than the eye can diſtinguiſh them, exhibit - 


grand image of an innumerable multitude of people; Y whom they ; 


15 reſemble farther by the noiſe they make: 4 whence the voice of a -- 


great multitude 3 is compared to the voice of many waters, | But, | 


A. lx, 5. | 4 | _ T 1 xvii. 1. 
XI Dan, vii. 2, 3. F Pfalm exliv. 7. 


5 ahbove 


TT x 1 


above all, the waves of the ſea are moſt like to a multitude when 


tumult and diſorder prevail amongſt them. As the waters are then 
driven together; each wave that follows endeavouring to mount 
over that which is before, and all daſhing againſt the ſhore, from 
whence they are beaten back into the ſea by their own violence: | 
ſuch are the people, when they are aſſembled together without or- 
der or government. The turbulent paſſions of men are never to be 
reſtrained from breaking out into noiſe and confuſion, but by that 
Power which over-rules the waters of the ſea. God is therefore ce- 
| lebrated for the one under a figure of the other: Thou fillet the 
raging of the ſea,” and the noiſe of his Waves, and the madneſs of the 
people, When wild paſſions prevail amongſt men, and there is no 
authority to keep them in awe, then ſociety becomes what the ſea 5 
is, when the winds are let looſe upon it. There is then no more 
reaſon or judgment in the one than in che other: all is drowned 
with noiſe, and loſt in the confuſion of a ſtorm. And herein we 
e may view the difference between the power of government and the 
power of the people: for the power of government is ordained 3 1 
God, and ſupported by his providence, to ſtill that ſtorm, and pre- l 
vent that confuſion, which the power of the people raiſes. The 
one is the only remedy againſt the other. The one is the gift . 
55 . God to a nation that ſerveth him; ; the other 1 18 his curſe upon the 5 
5 diſobedient who ate departed from him. And as there is not a fight 
more agreeable to the goodneſs. of God, and the ſenſe of all wiſe : 
: and good men, than a nation well appointed, under good laws, and 5 
ſtrict authority, and unanimous in exerting their ſtrength under WY 


| their lawful leader, for their common defence againſt their enc- 


mies; to 1s there not a ei . earth more denne to the 


* Pſalm Ixv. 72 
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D | 5 Devil, 
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Devil, than the diſſolution of law and authority, and the breaking 


of national power by the mercenary jarrings and contentions of 


oppoſite intereſts and factions. The diſobedience which ariſes 


from civil diſſenſion is a mother ſin, which brings forth a brood of 
vipers. Where envying and ſtrife is, there is confuſion and every 
evil work. And that this ſhall prevail more and more, and riſe to 
ä tremendous height 1 in the laſt times, ſo as to unſettle the world, 7 
and keep men in a miſerable ſtate of fear and ſuſpenſe ; is not only 
to be expected from what the Scripture hath intimated, but from 
ae ſtate and temper of the world in this reſpect; which it be- = 


hoves us s impartially to conſider. ; 


| When the Reformation took place | in Europe, many tares were 
; = ſown among the good grain of that time; and one of the moſt 
i | pernicious was the claim of what is called liberty; a very good 1 5 
{| word, when taken in a good ſenſe ; but uſed of old as a chak of ma- 
Jiciouſneſs, and always moſt affected by thoſe who were themſelves = 
the ſervants of corruption. The thing recommended at firſt was re 5 
 tigtous liberty; and the notion ſtole into the hearts of men, becauſe . 
it ſeemed to be a neceſſary remedy againſt the odious abuſes and 
encroachments of the church of Rome. However, even in this ; 
ſenſe, fearful were the effects of it, when fanatics took it up, and | 
acted in virtue of it, as their own. wild imaginations directed; 5 
Wich is abundantly confirmed by the hiſtory of the Anabaptiſts in 
Germany, and ſuch like people. But of late years, men have taken 
another monſtrous ſtride; and, from aſſerting religious liberty, 
againſt the Pope, have gone on to claim a natural liberty, againſt 
all kings and rulers; with an equality of right in every man that 
is born to power and property. This they never could do as 


Chriſtians, or men of common ſenſe; ſo they have aſſumed the 
new 


— 


JF 
new name of philefo phers ; under which ich ſet up a new religion 


of their own, with dodtrines oppoſite i in every article to thoſe of 
aan 


The learning which is called claſſical is neceſſary to ſcholars, 
and hath many eminent uſes ; but the vain affectation of it is al- 
| ways dangerous. This it is which hath induced many amongſt us 
to emulate the furious ſpirit which prevailed in heathen pa- 
triots; and to admire that moſt which was worſt amongſt them. 
They have little to ſay of the peace and ſplendour of the Auguſtan 
age, when men of greateſt genius were loyaliſts ; of the greatneſs "= 

of the empire under 7 rajan ; its converſion under Conſtantine; 3 No 
order and juriſprudence under Juſtinian: but their favourites are 

n ſavage Brutus, the ſneaking Valerius, the perfidious aſſaſſins off 
the great — and ſuch like ſaints, of the true : republican 


vu” 4:3 


: Thi times Ie this world have ſhewn to us thice ſorts of people 5 
profeſſing religion. 1. The believers and followers of God's revealed * 
worſhip. 2. The practitioners of heathen idolatry. 3. The wiſe men 
d of Nature, whoſe doctrines are many, and whoſe worſhip (if any) ; 
is from themſelves. | Of theſe three, the laſt are undoubtedly the , 
1 worſt. The Heathens, when they fell 1 into idolatry, retained many 
traditionary notions, which were ſill near to the truth, and had 


£1 ſome of its effects in civil ſociety. But theſe laſt are utterly con- 


; trary to God and man; and their opinions will conſequently pro- 


duce more abſurdity, and extravagance, and violence, than was ever 
ſeen 1 in the world before. Their favourite doctrines ſeem to be 


theſe that where government is concerned, man is born with a 


2 right to think and to act as he pleaſes; that all authority 1 in others 
A is 


PE] 


is a dangerous impoſition upon ourſelves; and that the property of 


others belongs equally to us, if we can get it. To all which, there 
is not a thief in the precincts of the metropolis, who will not N 


ſubſcribe, and who, conſequently, will not contribute his influence, and 
5 give his perſonal attendance, when a ſtandard ſhall invite him, and 
gm him an opportunity 9 pan his Fate in cee. I 


We have all * what centhle effeQs the Gate Wie af A 5 


laſt century produced i in this kingdom; and we have had a fearful FE 


: ſpecimen of the like, of very late years ; 3 which, with the bleſſing | 


> Providence, and an exertion of the Rill-remaining Power. of $&& 
2 vernment, laſted but a few days. | 


ec: In the Briciſh colonies of America, ſubjects who were ; peaceable, EE 
1 8 Js wealthy, and proſperous, changed on a ſudden into diſcon- 


8 tented inſurgents. A wild ſpirit of independence prevailed ; and „by 
the juſt judgment of God upon a profligate mother, and untutored LC 
children, ſucceeded for a fatal precedent and encouragement to 
other wicked diſcontented people. Much ſooner than we could have 
5 expected hath the contagion ſpread itſelf toa neighbouring country; 
and, what is very ſtriking, and hath been generally noticed, the 
: fame perſon : whom they employed againſt the Peace of this govern- 955 
ment, is the leader! in their o.] n diſturbances. Their ſituation, by 
all true accounts, hath been dreadful and lamentable; 3 as that of 
1 ey ery nation muſt be under the like circumſtances. | While the laws py 
are in force, a man's houſe i 1s his caſtle; and his life, and fortune, 
and character, are ſecured to him: but when a lawleſs multitude is 
afloat, the beſt members of ſociety are at the mercy of the worſt. 
Every man is a convict, when his enemy is his accuſer, judge, and 
executioner. There are no rays of mercy from a throne to ſave 


the 


* 


——— — — —— — 


es 4: 


the head of the unhappy victim from being made a ſpectacle upon 


a pole; no lawful force to protect his ſtores from being — 
his lands laid waſte, his buildings burned and demoliſhed. 


"RY * we hear theſe things, what are we to think of them ? 
We have teachers at home, who are glad of what hath happened ; 
who inform us, that theſe are the efforts of freedom ; that murders 
: and maſſacres are among the ſacrifices proper to ach an occaſion; : 
1. e. due to the idol of liberty, that Moloch which muſt be worſhip- 
ped with human ſacrifices; and that they hope to ſee the ſame in- 


1 cendiary ſpirit extend itſelf to other peaceable countries of Europe: . 


in other words, they hope to ſee diftreſs of nations with perplexity ; 
encouraging the ſea to rage, and the waves to roar and toſs them- 
ſelves, and exceed the juſt bounds which God hath appointed. If 
theſe evils ſhould ſpread, and the like infatuation ſhould prevail i in 

; other nations, the whole habitable world would be a theatre of de- 


. ſolation, A field of blood. The evils ariſing from ſuch experiments 1 


8 are endleſs; the good to be expected from them 1 is of a very equi- 
vocal nature; and the method of obtaining it is very unpromiſing. 
a If the philoſophical politician, from what we know of him already, i 


were to model nations to his own wiſh, the world would be in a very OO 


vain, ignorant, corrupt, and, in many reſpects, a very miſerable ſtate. 
-. all the jewels of imperial authority were thrown into he fire, no- 


5 thing better than. a calf would come out of 1 it. 8 


. Popular tumult and Aden were the curſe of the heathen world. | 
1 many ages, when falſe liberty was become the object. The 


Apoſtle St. Paul deſcribes them wo tad of envy, murder, 2 detate * 


2 Rom. i. 20 


which. 


0 
which was certainly the caſe with the republics of Rome and Athens. 
They were troubled with that proud, reſtleſs jealouſy of power, 
which threw them into perpetual convulſions. | To the abolition of 
kingly government they gave the ſpecious name of liberty, and pro- 
nounced a ſtate free, if it had no king: not conſidering that the 


many may be tyrants as well as a ſingle perſon, and that nothing 
can make a people free but the exerciſe of ſuch a power as reſtrains 


N them from making a prey of one another. When the Romans put 1 | 


5 down their kings, they laid the foundation of a much greater and 
more extenſive tyranny: and the celebrated orator of Rome, a pro- 
feſſed admirer of republican government, lived to ſee ſuch effects of 
it, as made him confeſs, in plain terms, that no king ever graſped 
at ſuch tyrannical power as was affected by the popular magiſtrates 
of Rome *. The hiſtory of chat people, for five hundred years, 


IH preſents us with a ſcene of faction and diſorder, proceeding from 


bad to worſe, and degenerating into proſeription, murder, and maſ- 
ſacre 3 which he Who ſees and conſiders will never believe that the 


republican form was given to any people for a bleſs ng. And the de- 
5 luſion of mind they were all under, at the ſame time, is worth 


| | your obſerving. It is found, by experience, that the cry of liberty 


ariſes commonly from the thirſt of power; and that the ſame ſpirit, 
which is outwardly patriotical, is inwardly tyrannical. So it hap- 
pened with theſe. 5 For while they dreaded power in their own ma- 
5 giltrates, and were alas providing * it, . held it by a 1 


. Verbum mihi Geet Quirites, cum ego | hook ts regiam 9 0 fed pro- : 
Fog fed major eſt quædam. N Cic. de Lege Agraria Orat. II. § 14.—Renovabo illud quod ; 
initio dixi—regnum comparari, libertatem veſtram funditùs tolli. $ 10. They were 
uſing their intereſt {or the eſtabliſhment of a law, which would have put the lives and 


fortunes of the citizens, and the ſale of the public lands, into their own abſolute power 
for fiye ys: 


r 


Fl 
| ſuppoſed charter from heaven, that all other nations were made to 
be their ſlaves; and, inſtead of paying taxes from their own pro- 
perty, they were eating up the ſubſtance of other people, and filling 
their treaſury with the money drained from conquered provinces, 
whom they kept tributary to themſelves; or with the ſpoil and plun- 
der ſeized from them in war. It was the declared object of theſe 
lovers of freedom, to make themſelves the arbiters and proprietors of 
270 other men's liberties, and bring them under abſolute ſubjection. It 
is boaſted of by one of their own hiſtorians, with what great labour, 
5 and how many bloody battles, they had brought free nations to the | 
= mas yoke, and taught them 10 be ns” * Theſe are his rale words. ; 


The exlpedient to which the lower order had exvotich for caring : 
' themſelves from the oppreſſion of the nobility, raiſed up that new ſet 
of tyrants, who were for ever troubling the ſtate with ſome new ſe= 
dition r, and for whom, according to the e of Cicero him- 5 
ſelf, the Ou of royalty was not e „ 


The providence of God uh this hardy wine people as 7 


ſcourge to other nations; and ſo they appear under a great and ho- 5 
nourable character: but their own falſe principles produced ſuch 


Ne bl domeſtic miſery, as did juſtice in every age upon their own pride 95 


and ambition. And thus, high as they were, they found a way of 


| bringing themſelves down to a level with the nations s whom they | 


1 ” _ as barbarians. 5 


*  Liberas gentes, ided impatientes jugi, multo labore, nec incruentis certaminibus, 


frain decuerunt. Flor. Hiſt. lib. ii. cap. 17. 


1 Seditionum omnium cauſas tribunitia poteſtas excitavit, quæ ſpecie 8 —_ 
tuendæ, cujus in auxilium caches eſt, re autem domunationem ſibi acquirent. Ibid. 
lib. ili. c. 13. 


The 


The caſe of this people is very remarkable, and, if conſidered, 
may give us ſome light into the ways of Providence. For when 
God was about to reform the world by the introduction of the Goſ- 
pel, he reſtored imperial government at Rome, where it ſeemed im- 
poſſible for it to take effect againſt the violent prejudices of the peo- 
ple. He opened their eyes to ſee the miſerable fluctuations in their 
former government; and the very people who had abhorred the 
idea of royalty, became ſo fond of it, that no Chriſtian flatterers ever 
came up to them. In conſequence of this wonderful work of Pro- 
vidence, the Goſpel knows of no ſuch government as a common- 
wealth, In the New Teſtament, kings as ſupreme, and thoſe who 
were ſent by kings, as the Roman governors of the time then were, 


= are pointed out as the proper objects of civil obedience. But as the 


| world draws toward its end, and God is about to deſtroy it, He, 


8 Who turned commonwealths into kingdoms, may turn kingdoms Ry 


into commonwealths : and that ume may now be approaching, | 


1 may be thought to i the N 1 it is more agree- 
able to the context to ſuppoſe, that the powers of heaven which ſhall 
be ſhaken, ſignify the powers of government which ſhall be unſettled 
and removed from their old foundations. The powers in the natural 


. | heaven, the ſun and the moon, which rule over the day and the 


5 night, are emblematical of empire and government upon earth. 
8 And beides this, che Seripture admits of x no Fuer . men, 5 


* Oui late Biſhop Newton, who was en racks } in "the 1 of prophecy, 35 


ples quoted Ifaiah, xiii. 9, 10, and Ezech. xxxii. 77 8, and Joel, ii. 30, 31, in order to 


Illuſtrate this very paſſage concerning the ſhaking of the powers of heaven, obſerves very 
juſtly, cc In the prophetic language great commotions and revolutions upon earth are 

c often repreſented by commotions and changes in the heavens,” Diſſert. on ths 
Proph. Vol. Il. p. 305. „ 
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but what is given them from above and in that ſenſe alſo is the power 
of heaven. This power has long been diſregarded by ſome, while its 
exiſtence is denied by others; and the object with all libertines is, ta 
hake it, and caſt it down, and ſhut it out of the world, and leave 
nothing but the power of the people; which, if it be taken for the 
power of authority, is a thing conſiſtent neither with religion nor 


common ſenſe. 


We are - Allen! into times. when the Joarine of the divine autho- 5 
155 rity of government is received by the multitude with ſuch pride, ank 
5 impatience, and mockery, that it 7 Is plain their reaſon is diſordered 
. upon the ſubject. | When their opinions prevail, and they are per- X 
8 mitted to aſſume to themſelves that power which belongeth only to 
| God, no greater calamity can happen to any nation. This 1 is the ; 
caſe at preſent with the people of a neighbouring country : and, 3 
ſurely, i it is our duty to reflect upon that, as upon all the other ways 5 
of divine Providence. Some facts have been brought to paſs of EE 
years, ſo extraordinary in themſelves, and of ſuch magnitude, that 


5 we may juſtly be alarmed. For the ſame principles which have 


: ; diſturbed others, and brought their preſent calamities upon them, 


are at work daily amongſt ourſelves. It is to be feared they were- 
0 borrowed from us*; and if God, for the puniſhment of our manifold 85 


* 


* In the laſt ai great Anger aroſe to ſociety tram enthuſiaſtic adding. in re- 
T6 Hawes Of later years, a grand levelling hath been adopted, which tends to confound al! 
right and property amongſt mankind, and ſtrikes at the authority of God himſelf i ns: 
church and ſtate. One of the firſt books, in which this was openly done, was called 
tze Rights of the Chr i/tian Church. It undertook to prove, that the church is the crea | 
ture of the ſtate, and the ſtate the creature of the people, and that God himſelf, as the 
governor of Iſrael, became ſuch in virtue of a contract between himſelf and the people 
at Horeb. This precious piece was turned into French by Le Clerc, and put into his 


Bibliotbeque Choiſie, which went over Europe, and probably ſowed ſome of thoſe thiſ- 


tles, which are now ſpringing up, and threaten to overſpread the face of the earth. 


E. N TO ſins- 
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ſins and corruptions, ſhould ſuffer them to take elfect If they 


will put arms into the hands of all the diſorderly people in the 


kingdom, and overturn our conſtitution in church and ſtate ; with 
ſuch circumſtances of djAreſs, and perplexity, and terror, as can be con- 


| ceived 15 by choſe Kare have been witneſſes to ſuch Ciſortlers, 


From the proſpect of things bee to us in che text, 1 beg N 


leave humbly to ſuggeſt, in few words, how Chriſtians ought to i 
. conduct themſelves under ſuch circumſtances, 


We, who mc, though it in times that are bad, and daily altering | 


for the worſe, ſhould never be aſhamed of our true principles, nor 


| | = 5 weary of warning the people againſt the deluſion of ſuch as are falſe. 5 


5 If we ſhould be oppoſed by thoſe who treat us with ſcorn and con- 
tempt, for ſpeaking as our duty requires, we ſhould neither wonder, 


nor be troubled at it, but conſider their inſolence as a part of their 
(fl . diſtemper. Their opinion is of no more weight, when they exto _ 
4! 2 ohat they. call liberty, than when they deny Chriſtianity : and we 
TED commonly find a ſtrong propenſity to do both, in the ſame perſon. "Fob 


Some aſſert their freedom againſt God' 8 inſtitution of marriage; "Mb 
ſome againſt his inftitution of government : all promiſe themſelves 5 
5 happineſs 1 in ſo doing; 3 but all find ſervitude and corruption. | This 1 


we ſhould endeavour to make the people aware of, and admoniſh 8 


5 them till to pray for kings and for all that are in authority, as Chriſ- i. 
tians did of old, and as the Church of England directs us to W 


now; that we may lead a quiet and a peaceable life 3 in all godlineſs 
and bonedy. 


We are ficcher to taGR, that God! 1s Fearfiil and juſt it in his judg- 
ments; that he abaſes thoſe who exalt themſelves ; that he vio- 
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| lently takes away honours and riches, when they are abuſed to the 
- purpoſes of luxury and impiety; that he lets the wild boar of the 
wood into the vineyard of his church, to trample it down and lay it 
waſte, when its fruits are become ſour, and unprofitable ; that men 
ſhould therefore ſo live as to ſecure to themlelves the protection of 
God, and be able to look up to him with confidence in the day of 
diſtreſs and berpleriy. Whatever changes may take place here be- 


low, God i is ſtill the ſame. The Pfalmiſt deſcribes him as ſeated 


ſecurely on high, upon the throne of his kingdom; while the peo- gh 
ple, like the reſtleſs waves of the ſea, are vainly raging below: 


Ever ſince the world began hath thy ſeat been pr epared—T, he waves of 


the ſea are mighty, and rage mw _ ; but yet the Lord, who dwelleth 
on high, is migbtier. Pſal. xciii. Therefore will we not fear, though a 
the earth be moved, and though the hills be carried into the midſt of the 
WE though the waters thereof rage and ſwell, and the mountains * 
at the tempeſt of the ſame. This world muſt come to its end: 


L | ſhould therefore not be diſmayed at the Akne, which make it pro- — 


bable that its end may be drawing near. For why? The ſame ſea, 
which deſtroyed the wicked Egyptians, gave deliverance to the 


3 choſen people of God. We ſhould have no deſire to put off the 


end of this world ; but ſhould rather Pray, as we are taught 1o.ds ln.” 


| the moſt ſolemn of our offices, that God would | ſhortly accompli iſh the | | 
number of bis elect, and haſten , his kingdom ; ; that ſaints and martyrs, 3 


and all who have, and do, ſuffer for the cauſe of God and the name 
Sg of Jeſus Chriſt, may lift up their heads, and ſee their Deliverer ſeated 2 
on upon the clouds of heaven. OD . 6 


Till this ſhall be brought to paſs, let us not ſet our affections on 
the pleaſures of this unſteady world, ſo apt to diſturb and alarm us 
with the miſery of preſent, and the terror of future, evils, Woe be 


Hs unto 


| unto thoſe, who have not God for chats confidence i in the day of vi- 
ſitation Match ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be ac- 
counted worthy to eſcape all theſe things that ſhall come to paſs, and 
to land before the Son of Man—To whom, with the Father and the 
| Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all power and dominion, 1 in heaven and 
4 earth, both now and for evermore, Amen, DO: Oo) 
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